
Tonight’s Text: Proverbs 4:1-9
Pastor Alan Fong • Wednesday Evening •  January 11, 2012

“Patented 
Instruction”
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Introduction:                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                 

I Corinthians 1:19-24
“19  For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 
will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.
20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the 
disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom
of this world? 21 For after that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 22  For the 
Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 
23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 24 But 
unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God.”  

“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto 
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption:” (I Corinthians 1:30)

“This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, devilish. For where envying and strife is, there is 
confusion and every evil work.” (James 3:15-16)
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D.                                    your parents (v. 5c)

	 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is 
right.” (Ephesians 6:1)

E.                                    time with God (v. 1)

	 “Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that 
were with him, Put away the strange gods that are 
among you, and be clean, and change your garments: 

	 And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make 
there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day 
of my distress, and was with me in the way which I 
went.” (Genesis 35:2-3)

F.                                     in the church 	   
     discipleship program (vv. 11-14)
	 Ephesians 4:11-14
	 “11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; 

and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; 12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: 13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ: 14  That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;”

1.	The                                  of Good Doctrine
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”
(II Timothy 3:16-17)

•	 The Bible is a Book of doctrine

•	 Doctrine is the glue that holds us together

3.	The                                  of Good Doctrine

A.  A                                   pathway (vv. 14-17)

B.  A                                   pathway (vv. 23-27)

C.  A                                   pathway (v. 18)

Conclusion:                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                               

C.                                     with men who walk      
      with God
	 “He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a 

companion of fools shall be destroyed.” 
	 (Proverbs 13:20)
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A.  Good doctrine is to be                                   
	 “But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of 

sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine which was delivered you.” (Romans 6:17)

	 “Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own 
masters, and to please them well in all things; not 
answering again; Not purloining, but shewing all 
good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things.” (Titus 2:9-10) A.  Be                                   to the preaching of 	

     God’s Word
	 “I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led 

thee in right paths.” (Proverbs 4:11)

	 “Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; 
for she is thy life.” (Proverbs 4:13)

	 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path.” (Psalm 119:105)

	 “The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth 
understanding unto the simple.” (Psalm 119:130)

B.  Good doctrine is                                    
	 “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; 

continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both 
save thyself, and them that hear thee.” 

	 (I Timothy 4:16)

	 “In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: 
in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity,” 
(Titus 2:7)

	 “Be not carried about with divers and strange 
doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be 
established with grace; not with meats, which have 
not profited them that have been occupied therein.” 
(Hebrews 13:9)

QUOTE:
“Good conduct arises out of good doctrine.” 
	 —John Stott

QUOTE:
“Those who teach by their doctrine must teach by 
their life, or else they pull down with one hand what 
they build up with the other.” —Matthew Henry

2.	The                                  of Good Doctrine 
(vv. 5-8)

•	 Doctrine is the basis for why we assemble, and do 
what we do

•	 Doctrine is the stuff great churches are made of

•	 Doctrine is the statement of faith of the church

•	 Some of the core doctrines we believe:
1.      Bible

2.      God

3.      Lord Jesus Christ

4.      Holy Spirit

5.      Salvation

6.      Heaven and Hell

7.      Depravity of Man

8.      Creation	
9.      The Church      
10.   Return of Christ

B.                                     with God in His Word
	 “I love them that love me; and those that seek me 

early shall find me.” (Proverbs 8:17)

	 “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to 
all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good 
success.” (Joshua 1:8)

C.  Good doctrine is to be                                   
	 “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine.” (II Timothy 4:2)

	 “Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, 
that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort 
and to convince the gainsayers.” (Titus 1:9)

QUOTE:
“God gave me this great book to preach from, and 
if He has put anything in it you think is not fit, go 
and complain to Him, not to me. I am simply his 
servant, and if His errand that I am to tell is 
objectionable, I cannot help it. Let me tell you, the 
reason why many of our churches are declining is 
just because this doctrine has not been preached.” 
	 —Charles Spurgeon


